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«October 25—Joe Chevreaux announced plans
to set up a portable concrete batch plant at the
Nevada Irrigation District owned _reservoir on
the Bear River between Placer and Nevada coun-
ties, sparking protests from residents of Meadow
Vista and a debate on the Letters page in the Au-
burn Journal.
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Back in the gold rush days a
mining operation began in and
around the Bear River Canyon
that was later to give Placer
County its name. Placer Mining, a
system whereby millions of tons
of quartz rock and sand was to be
washed from the mountain sides
to become deposited into the
channel from above Dutch Flat

clear to the Sacramento River.
Many years later a man by the
name of Joe Chevreaux saw a
need for this material to be uti-
h_zed in home and road construc-
tion projects.

He began a single handed opera-
tion in the present location today
known as Chevreaux’s Gravel
Plant. Probably if the truth were
known, most of the homes in the
area are sitting upon foundations
made from Joe’s plant, and most
of the roads in the area contain
material from the same source,
(much of it at no cost to the tax-
payers of Placer County). During
these years records will show that
few men in the history of Placer
County gave more of themselves

Help needed
v 10/45/88

My wife, my son and I are new
residents of Meadow Vista. We
moved here from the Los Angeles
area primarily to get away from
the pollution and various environ-
mentally adverse conditions that

prevail there currently.

Two days ago we learned of the
fact that there is a very real possi-
bility of a concrete batch plant
being constructed and put into op-
eration here in Meadow Vista. Itis
my understanding that a “Neg-
ative Declaration” has already
been issued in conjunction with its
use. I find this disturbing for 2
couple of reasons.

1. The residents of Meadow
Vista have apparently never been
informed of this concrete plant.

9. A “full” Environmental T
pact Study has also apparen*‘?- nqt
been carried out and if one nhas, it
has not been shared with the resi-
dents of the community.

Meadow Vista is basically =
bedroom community. One where
we have chosen to live because of
its relatively unspoiled naiure. Tt
is peaceful, quiet and saie for our
children and families. I don’t be-
lieve that anyone in the comrmu-
nity is against progress however
we do have rights and those rights
allow us to be informed and in-
volved in matters that would ad-
versely affect the way welive and
co-exist with businesses opcrating
within.

1 respectully ask our Planning
Commission to check into Lis
matter by demanding that a full
Environmental Impact Study be
conducted on this proposed pro-

ject. Further, that the results of

that study be shared with the con-
-erned residents and businesscs In
Meadow Vista.

Progress in inevitable. however
progress is not where 4 private
business shall grow and prosper
at the expense of an entire com-
munity. 1 thank you for your
prompt attention to this letter.

Terry Oquinn
Meadow Vista

" “to the betterment of our commu-

nity from a civic as well as hu-

| manitarian standpoint than did

Joe Chevreaux.

I owe Joe Chevreaux nothing
pther than gratitude for his ded-
ication to our area as a citizen,
taxpayer and family man. He is
being followed in his footsteps by
a fine look and act alike son, Joe
Jr., educated at University of Ne-
vada with a major in geology
which has enabled him to manage
the business in a very professional
manner. Enough bouquets, lets
have some facts.

1. If the material hauled over
the roads in Placer County had not
come from Joes plant it would
have come from somewhere out-
side the area and from people who
cared a lot less for our county than
Joe Chevreaux. The same applies
today if Joe were to shut down.

2. By moving the batch plant out
of Auburn to the gravel plant, it
will cut most of the present
trucking which is engaged in
hauling material in to the batch
plant from the gravel plant.

3. The Chevreaux operation has
pumped untold millions into the
kconomy by means of employ-
ment, taxes, vehicle license fees
and fuel faxes (which are the only
source of funds for our county
road maintenance).

4, The greatest hue and cry mo-
tives are not in and for the public’s

best iterests at all but for reasons
too obvious to mention. At least it
seems that way to me.

5. I hope our media will be fair -
and serve the people in a manner
in which good and reputable re-
porting is offered, and not by a
continuous stream of letters to the
contrary, biased negative and one
sided.

My interest in this whole thing is
simply to see another side pre-
sented in fairness to a man that I
think the citizens of Placer County
and Auburn in particular owe a
great deal to.

Al Fisher
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Con¢rete ' plant continuance angers residents

By Tim O’Leary 101210
Neighbors staff’ writer

Armed with picket signs, about 140 angry
Meadow Vista residents jammed a county
Planning Commission hearing Thursday to
protest Joe Chevreaux’s request 10 delay a
controversial proposal (o move a concrele
batch plant to Lake Combie.

The hearing resembled a mob scene as
concerned citizens filled the commission
chambers, stood in the aisles and spilled out
into the hallways and lobby. Commission-
ers were frequently on the defensive as
residents forced them into running debates
with angry audience members.

Commission Chairwoman Gerda Perci-
val had to battle to maintain order. At one
point she pounded her gavel and told the
unruly crowd: “Ladies and gentlemen, I
must caution you that it takes time and

ankly you scare me to death.”

Some of the hand-lettered signs said:
“Cement trucks and kids don’t mix,” “No

T think they know they’ve
got a tiger by the toe now.’

— Elmer Kauk,
concrete plant opponent

major impacts, says who?” and “Protect our
children.” Dean Prigmore, county scnior
planner, said it was the first time he had ever
scen picket signs used during a Planning
Commission hearing.

Prigmore said the crowded commission
chambers clearly exceeded its maximum
rated capacity of about 100 people.

Chevreaux, an influential North Auburn
business and political leader, was noti-
ceably absent from the hearing. But he
ended up winning a continuance until
January, an accomplishment that angered
many of his opponents.

“I’m incensed,” said Elmer Kauk after-

ward. Kauk, who with his wife owns the
community’s only shopping center and real
estate company, is one of Chevreaux’s most
visible opponents.

The Kauks and other residents wanted to
press ahcad with the hearing 1o expose what
they perceive as giant gaps in the elforts by
county staffers to adequatcly address the
potential environmental impacts of Chev-
reaux’s project.

County staffers were accused of submit-
ting slipshod work and trying to cover up for
Chevreaux. Beleaguered officials defended
themselves by explaining problems that
have cropped up during the review process.

Planner Tom Kubik acknowledged that
residents have posed “some significant and
valid questions” and that a county document
that says Chevrcaux's proposal won’t
adversely affect the environment or public
health, welfare or safety “necds some
work.”

Kubik acknowledged that the county had
failed to properly notify the state Regional

Continued from Page 3

rosidents opposed to Chevreaux’s plan.

Chevreaux is seeking a conditional use
permit to move part of his concrete mixing
‘operations 10 the Lake C ic arca, but
many residents and some ity staffers
helicve that he wants 1o eventually move all
of his busincss operations to the site.

His Chevrcaux Ready Mix Concrele
anerations on Highway 49 in North Auburn
contai business offices, two stone
crushers and concrete mixing machines, and
storage buildings for his 14 cement trucks,
three dump trucks and several stone-hauling
trailers.

For about 40 years, Chevreaux has had
the right to mine and dredge materials from
much of the Bear River and the entire length
of the 3-mile long Lake Combie. He stores
tons of stones and other materials in huge
piles near the lake, He also operates a huge
open pit mine, which yiclds a hard, dark
rock commonly known as basement trap
rock.

Lake Combie is a Nevada Irrigation
District water storage reservoir and almost
all of the land around it is owned by the
water agency. The dam that formed the lake
was built in the late 1930s and the closest

-
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communities are Mcadow Vista in Placer
County and Lake of the Pines in Nevada
County.

Chevreaux is the chairman of the North
Auburn Municipal Advisory Council,
which advises the Board of Supervisors on
key regional issues. He is also the public
member and former chairman of the county
Locil Agency Formation Commission,
which approves or denies all annexation and
incorporation proposals.

Opponents arguc that the concrete plant
will pollute the lake and the truck traffic
generated by Chevreaux’s current and
futurc plans will “destroy” Meadow Vista
by ruining roads, causing additional traffic
congestion and endangering children.

Chevreaux argues that his proposal won’t
harm the environment and it will actually
reduce truck traffic to and from the lake. He
points out that his land has the appropriate
zoning and that he built many of Meadow
Vista’s roads long before developments
began to encroach upon his operations.

This is not the first time Meadow Vista
residents have battled Chevrecaux. They
tangled for more than a year over Chevreau-
x’s decision to expand his dredging opera-
tions further out into the lake. Although
residents won small victories, Chevreaux

for the most part emerged as the winner.

At the end of an unrelated hearing on Oct.
21, Fred Yeager, county planning division
director, told commissioners that Chev-
reaux had sent a letter asking for a
continuance so he could gather additional
information. Yeager told commissioners
that they would have to wait until Thurs-
day’s public hearing to decide whether to
grant Chevreaux’s request.

Percival repeatedly tried to prevent
audience members from speaking out
Thursday while commissioners debated
Chevreaux’s request, but many strong-
willed citizens refused to be quieted.

Lyle Rose, scnior deputy county counsel,

“said he couldn’t recall an instance when a

project applicant was denicd a request for a
conlinuance. Pointing out gaps in the
mandated environmental review work by
Chevreaux and county and state officials,
Rose argued that it would be a folly to begin
the public hearing process on Thursday.

Percival then asked audience members
for a show of hands to indicate the number
of people who took time off from work to
attend the hearing. About half the audience
raised their hands and onc man interjected
that he lost about $1,000 in income b

Water Quality Control Board of Chevrcau-
x’s proposal. Heidi Tschudin, county
community development director, defended
her staff after ihe aborted hearing.
Tschudin said it is often difficult for all
county divisions to know what steps have
been taken by their counterparts and she
said it’s possible that county staffers
assumed that Chevreaux would notify the
state agencies that oversce any proposed
changes in his operations at Lake Combie.
“I can’t tell you why water quality wasn’t
contacted,” Tschudin said. “I can assure you
they will be now. I guess 1 have a real hard
time considering that a criticism when this is
what the review process is for.”
Commissioner Carol Zerbo said after-
ward that it was obvious county planning
staffers had not done all their homework
prior to Thursday's meeting. Zerbo said
commissioners had braced themselves for
an outpouring of angry Meadow Vista

See Delay, Page 26

attending the hearing.

The commission then held a lengthy
debate over where and when to hold the
continued meeting on Chevreaux’s prop-
osal. Commissioner Bill Mintline pressed
for a night meeting and agreed with
audience members who suggested that the
best location would be the Placer High
School auditorium, which scats about 600
people. Although Commissioner Jack Lish
argued against holding the continucd
meeting clsewhere, the commission eventu-
ally approved Mintline’s motion.

Commissioners directed county staffers
to try 1o schedule the use of the auditorium
on Jan. 5 or sometime afterward. Once a
date has been set, the hearing will begin at 6
p.m. and end at 11 p.m. A second hcaring
will be scheduled if needed.

Thursday’s hearing rccessed and many
opponents grumbled as they gathered in the
parking lot to discuss future strategies.
Kauk said Chevrcaux’s opponents are

united, informed and on the offensive. They
hope to compile more documcnts and
further strengthen their arguments betwccn
now and Jan. 5

“T think they know they’veé got a Liger by
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Chevreaux defends

By John Trumbo
Auburn Journal Staff

MEADOW VISTA — Joe Chevreaux doesn’t un-
derstand why the people in this community don’t
appreciate all he’s done for them over the last 40
years.

Maybe it's because most of them weren’t here
when he was doing what he did.

“I built most of those roads and I got the right of
way for some of them,” says Chevreaux, who is
the owner of Chevreaux Ready Mix and Concrete
in Auburn. -

A man who literally built his business and repu-
tation right out of the local earth, Chevreaux gets
his hackles up when people like Elmer and Susan

‘I built most of those roads and I
got the right of way for some of
- them. ... The public in Meadow |
Vista has never put out anything |
for roads.’ / TR
b lndapinee — Joe Chevreaux

o

CHEVREAUX

Kauk of Meadow Vista say his cement trucks will
be the ruination of the community.

“The public in Meadow Vista has never put out
anything for roads,” says Chevreaux, who claims
his gravel pit operation at Lake Combie was a big
reason why Meadow Vistans have Placer Hills
Road today. ““I built it,” Chevreaux says.

A big bone of contention in Chevreaux’s plan to
relocate part of his Highway 49 cement batch
plant to Lake Combie rankles the Kauks and other
concerned residents because of impact it would
bring in the way of increased traffic.

Chevreaux’s consultant, Western Planning and
Engineering, says there will be a reduction in ce-
ment truck traffic on Placer Hills and Combie
Roads. But the Kauks don’t believe it.

“T say it’ll add traffic in Meadow Vista,” re-
torted Elmer Kauk during a citizens’ meeting last
Thursday. The Kauks are in the real estate and
development business and own the Meadow Vista
Shopping Center.

The traffic issue and the larger question of
whether a conditional use permit should be
granted for the relocation of a portable cement
batch plant at Chevreaux’s Lake Combie gravel
pit is scheduled for a public hearing before the
county Planning Commission at 3:15 p.m.
Thursday.

But Chevreaux wants to postpone the hearing so
his consultants can better pepare themselves for

concerned citizens’ pointed questions. Those ques-
(Please see CHEVREAUX, A-8)

(Continued from A-1)

tions include:
» Why is Chevreaux having to contribute only
$40,000 to $50,000 toward $1.6 million in road im-

provements in the Meadow Vista area when his -

relocated batch plant and related truck traffic is
the reason for the improvements?

* Why hasn’t Placer County required an envi-
ronmental impact report in connection with tra-
ffic when Nevada County’s officials said it was a
necessity anytime residents expressed concern?

* Why hasn’t Placer County informed the state
Department of Water Quality Resources that the
added batch plant at Combie will cause more dis-
charge into existing settling ponds?

Chevreaux’s answer is simple and direct. “I
have a right to be there. I’ve been at this 42 years
and we have a right for this plant because it’s
been industrial (zoning) since zoning came into
Placer County,” he said.

The Kauks contend Chevreaux has no right to
run rough-shod over Placer Hills and Combie

roads in Meadow Vista.

“We’re not going after Joe Chevreaux. He has a
perfect right to go after’ what he wants for his
business,’’ says Susan Kauk.

Alan Roy, deputy director for the Placer County
Department of Public Works, said Chevreaux’s
share of the $1.6 million road improvements was
calculated on the estimated number of daily trips
of loaded trucks traveling from the Combie plant
through Meadow Vista.

“We relied on the consultant’s information,”
Roy said. ‘It is a 1.2 percent increase with a par-
tial relocation of Cheveraux’s operation to
Combie and a 5.7 percent increase with a full relo-
cation,” he said.

The county has analyzed the situation for a
‘‘worst-case scenario” in which all of Chevreaux’s
Highway 49 concrete batch plant operation would
be moved to Lake Combie. Chevreaux, however,
says he has no plans to relocate everything.

“It’s relatively minor compared to the truck
traffic out there right now,” Roy said. “It’s a de-



his move to Lake Combie

sirable improvement regardless of whether Mr.
Chevreaux wants to relocate.”

The road improvements would entail $400,000
for a two-way left turn lane in the commercial
area near Meadow Vista Lane; $300,000 for a
southbound truck lane south of Meadow Vista for
about 3,500 feet; $250,000 for wider shoulders on
Combie and Placer Hills roads; and $210,000 for
left-turn lanes at Pinewood, Cole and Lake Arthur
roads.

According to Chevreaux’ consultant, the “ton-
miles (would be) reduced by 38 percent by run-
ning two plants or my maintaining all production
at Meadow Vista (Lake Combie).”

The consultant also said that with two plants’
worth of traffic on Highway 49 would be reduced
from 63 to 20 trucks per day, each truck equalling
a 25-ton load. ¢

Hauling would be between the hours of 5:30 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday and the
batch plant would start operation those days at 5
a.m.

Susan Kauk said the proposal represented a sig-
nificant impact to residents along Combie Road
and downtown Meadow Vista.

«We’re talking a narrow road and a school and
bus stops. As far as I'm concerned, the study
(done by the consultant) was not done adequately
to support the conclusion of a negative declara-
tion,” she said.

«We're looking five years down the line and
we’re worried about the devaluation of property,”
Kauk said. She and her husband, who own
Meadow Vista Real Estate, came to the commu-
nity nine years ago.

This past year was a good one for business, she
said, as they turned $6 million in real estate.

«We've worked hard to promote this as a
quality community and we don’t want it ruined,”

she said.
Kauks and other concerned citizens have called

a town hall meeting for 7 p.m. today to rally in

preparation for tomorrow’s scheduled hearing. .

The hearing, however, may be continued in defer-
ence to Chevreaux’ request. .

Different viéwpoint
Editor, 10/ 30/ 88"

In the past I have generally
maintained the typical ‘“‘environ-
mentalist” stand, but on the Chev-
reaux issue I feel the need to
express a different viewpoint.

I am tired of hearing from
Johnny-come-lately real estate
developers and urban refugees
who move in and buy property ad-
jacent to a long-established indus-
trial facility and then scream
about how ‘‘their” environment
and way of life is being threat-
ened. I would say it is the other
way aroun%&edm};n’s business is
I i = v
bedroom community oons:stu?gl?f
people, many of who had never
even heard of Meadow Vista a few
years ago! These elitists suffer
from a terminal case of “not in
my backyard” syndrome. They
want the concrete, gravel, and as-
p_halt products used for construc-
tion of t::seir homes and

of their properties,
but wish to be msulateg from the

realities of the production and
supply of these materials.

In addition, these people insist
that the environmental impacts of
the Chevreaux proposal are enor-
mously significant and demand an
EIR study. Of course these stone-
throwers don’t see their activities
as having any significant environ-
mental impact. It would never
occur to them that the intense res-
idential development of Meadow
Vista might constitute a more sig-
nificant negative impact on the
environment than a gravel opera-
tion which few people noticed until
now. Let’s face it. Meadow Vista
was a much more beautiful, nat-
ural and peaceful place back
when it was just Chevreaux out
theret

And on the traffic issue — isn’t
the heavy traffic generated by
residential construction signifi-
cant? How about the general
residential traffic which creates
an ever-increasing demand on
the county for maintenance and
i ements?

Considering the amount of
growth that is being promoted in
Meadow Vista and the natural
occurrence of quality construc-
tion materials at the Chevreaux

, it seems a logical
place for the proposed operation
to be sited.

I hope the Planning Commis-
sion will pursue the logical
course despite the cries of os-
triches who have their heads
buried in their asphalt.

Steve Bush
Auburn
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Letters
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Take notice

Editor,

Joe Chevreaux has applied for
and almost unconditionally re-
ceived a permit to have a (por-
table) concrete Batch Plant at his
quarry in Meadow Vista. The
Planning Commission and other
offices have given him a Negative
Impact Declaration. This means
that they say there will be “‘no” or
a “less than significant” environ-
mental impact on the community!
There has been no Environmental
Impact report required of him.
This is a travesty in itself! Ne-
vada County flatly turned down
the project without an EIR. But
not Placer County!

In this case it seems that money
most definitely talks! He plans to
operate from 5 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Mon.-Sat. and he can extend those
hours and include Sundays in case
of emergencies. Contrary to Joe
Chevreaux’s opinion, the truck

Attend meeting
Editor,

On Thursday, October 27, at
3:15 p.m., the future of Meadow
Vista will be decided by the
Placer Planning Commis-
sion. Can we afford to stand by
and watch Joe Chevreaux further
industrilize this quiet rural com-

munity?

Chevreaux has requested that
' the Planning Commission approve
the addition of a portable cement
batch plant to his existing gravel
operation located on Lake
Combie. We know it is only a
matter of time until he moves the
entire Hwy. 49 business there.

Why should Meadow Vista
suffer the consequences of added
industrial traffic, noise and air
pollution, and road deterioration
for the benefit of one individual.
The Planning has not
even an environmental
impact report, which is ridiculous
considering the circumstances. I
urge everyone to come to the
meeting on Oct. 27 — don’t let
Chevreaux bully and intimidate
our Planning commission once

again.
Sincerely,

Ann Fischer
Auburn

traffic and noise will increase! pervisors.

He'll have to import materials for
operation! There will be a tremen-
dous impact to Meadow Vista!

The wonderful character of
Meadow Vista will be destroyed!
What makes this all worse is that
the Planning Commission and
Chevreaux were trying to do this
all up as fast and as quietly as pos-
gible without the public knowl-
edge! This is an outrage!

Please! Please! If you care
about your community, get in-
volved! It is not right that the Joe
Chevreaux’s of the world can get
everything they want at the ex-

pense of many others! Together

we can make a difference!

There will be a Planning Dept.
meeting on Thurs., Oct. 27 at 3:15

p.m. 11414 B Ave., Auburn. Come
and be heard! If you can’t come,

sion 823-4721 and the Board of Su-

Major impact |

Editor, y

dents are faced with a project of
major impact slipping
through the County Review
process. With only a brief public
notice in the legal section of the
Auburn Journal, Joe Chevreaux
was granted a Negative Declara-
tion regarding the eventual
cation of his Highway 49 concrete
plant to Meadow Vista. A Neg-
ative Declarationmeansnosxgnif-
jcant unresolved negative
oianykind,andisinlieuofanEn-
vironmental

- i -

With the Negative Declaration
granted, Chevreaux applied for 2
Conditional Use Permit which will
be heard at a Public Hearing be-
fore the Planning Commission on
Oct. 27 at 3:15 p.m. at DeWitt
Center.

It becomes obvious to one that
reviews the application that there
will be significant impacts on tra-
ffic safety, dust pollution, noise,
contamination of Lake Combie,
and road maintenance. The tax-
payers of Placer County deserve
an Environmental Impact Report
at the very least. I urge you to at-
tend the Public Hearing and voice
your concerns.

Scott Diffenbaugh
. Auburn

Thank you,
Jane K. Kirby
Meadow Vista

Short-sighted |
o, ol8¥

Tf T were to look up “‘incredible”
or “short-sighted” in the dic-
tionary, I might find: “See the let-
ters from Steve Bush and Al
Fisher in last Sunday’s Auburn
Journal. _

Steve Bush calls Meadow Vista
residents opposing Joe Chevreaux
«Johnny-come-lately”’, “urban
“elitists’”, ‘‘stone
throwers””, and ‘“ostriches with
heads in asphalt”. We’d like to say
there are lots of names Meadow
Vista people could call Auburn
residents who think we have no
right to voice our objections when
we see our c_mnnmity*s beauty
and integrity in jeopardy.

What's even more incredible is
the attitude that Chevreaux
should be able to do anything he
wants to a place where thousands
of people live because he’s been
her longer than some of the
others. Whoever has been here the
longest should get his way,right?
Brilliant.

Al Fisher believes Chevreaux is
a “Humanitarian” to whom we
should be indebted. Many of us
are also “citizens, taxpayers and
family men.” We’re also property
owners who would rather not see
Lake Combie turned into a gravel
pit and Placer Hills Road into a
four lane truck route. We could
use some of that humanitarianism

now.

Maybe if these two Auburn resi-
dents lived in Meadow Vista
they’d see things a little differ-
ently. The next time there’s a
meeting of concerned citizens
here, they could come.

Jim Elsaas
Meadow Vista



Not an elitist "}blgg
Editor, )

1 was much dismayed reading
the letters of Bush and Fisher,
apparently good friends of Chev-
reaux, in the Sunday paper re-

Wﬂhyz;t is involved is a legiti-

Meadow Vista

By Pat Ferguson 11 [49(8%
CONCERNED CITIZENS
GROUP

A group of Meadow Vista resi-
dents, concerned over a pro-
posed concrete batch plant in
the area, has begun organizing a
group called the Meadow Vista
Area Concerned Citizens.

MACC is in the formation
stages at this time.

The MACC Steering Com-
mittee is meeting to establish
proposed goals, committees and
strategies which will be pre-
sented to residents-at-large at a
public meeting.

The main goal of the group at
this time is the opposition to the
establishment of a concrete
ba'lt“l:lh plax;)t in our area.

e public meeting will be
held on Monday, Nov. 21, at 7
p.m. The location will be an-
nounced.

At that time, information on
the issue will be distributed and
input from the community will
be collected.

Adoption of goals, commit-
tees, and strategies will be done
with maximum community sup-
port.

To find out more, to volunteer
to work on the issue, or to pro-
vide suggestions, call Stewart
Feldman at 878-1129.

mate community concern and
for persons who really have no
interest in Meadow Vista to re-
sort to name calling on Chev-
reaux’s behalf is indeed
distressing. “Johnny-come-la-
tely real estate developers”?
“Urban refugees”? “Elitists’?
For Bush'’s information we are
none of the above.

What we are are people with
families who live in an area
called Meadow Vista which the
last I heard was still part of the
County of Placer and not the pri-
vate domain of any particular
business person.

We know Chevreaux has been
digging gravel out of the Bear
River since the county was
founded. We're hardly allowed
to forget it. At the same time I
have lived with my wife and five
children in Meadow Vista for
over ten years. Many of my
neighbors are 25 and 25 year res-
idents.

The point is, Meadow Vista is
a community filled with homes,
schools, shops, parks, churches
and Chevraux’s gravel opera-
tion, We all need to live together
as a community. That takes co-
operation and understanding of
the other fellow’s viewpoint.

We have lived with Chev-
reaux’s dual trailer rigs thun-
dering down Combie Road at 50
mph past our children waiting
for the schoolbus in the morning.
We have lived with the noise of
the gravel operation that echoes
throughout the entire valley on
Saturday mornings. We live
with the traffic that is generated
when the trucks slowly climb
Placer Hills Road cuasing a
backup of 15 or 20 cars behind
them. We live with the chipped
paint on our cars from the
gravel that falls from the trucks.

So I find it an insult for people
from Auburn to criticize us in
Meadow Vista when those Au-
burnites obviously haven’t the
slightest idea what the problems
really are.

We all wish Chevreaux well
and have no desire to put him
out of business. We just wish he
would attempt to be a good
neighbor and consider those
around his business operations
when expanding. Most of all,
these problems should be dealt
with on a rational, adult basis.

Name calling has no place in our
affairs.

Anthony Wright

Meadow Vista

Important questions |] /b/g{

Editor,

As 2 new resident of Meadow
Vista and bystander o the ong
oing controversy with Joe Chev-
reaux’s proposal and the
arguments for and against by ev-
eryone, I feel I should ask ques-
tions of the Planning
Commissioners and Chevreaux.

1. Was there a study/survey
made as to how many elementary
children walk to school or wait for
the school bus on Combie/Placer
Hills Road? Or don’t they count on
this controversy?

2. Do any of the membe: s of the
Planning Commission or Chev-
reaux live in the controversial
area?

3. Have they considcred that
anytime you have that many -
youngsters coming and going on a
“truck/industrial route”, they are
playing Russian roulette with a
child’s life? :

4. Is a cement plant-grave! plant
or free upgrades for the county by
Mr. Chevreaux worth one child’s
life?

5. Have they forgotten how un
reliable children of this age arc
““darting” out into traffic?

6. How long does it take a loaded -
truck going 25-35 miles per hour {0
stop if this should happen? 4°3

7. Have any members of the .
Commission or Chevreaux becen
put in a position of witnessing
such an accident between one of -
those trucks and a child? I have!

8. Will they or the driver be able
to cope with the helplessness they
will feel because they can’t help
the child whose head is split open
and lies dying on the pavement, or
help the truck driver who has gore
into shock or help other children
wandering aimlessly because they
witnessed the accident, or help the
mother who happens upon the
accident on her way home from
work? I had to try to cope with
such a situation and do not want to
be put in this position again! -

9. Isn’t it too late now to be
mixing residential with industrial
zoning? Why didn't Chevreaux
complain years ago when all the
development started?

10. Are our children’s lives
worth this bickering over money

advancement and everything .,

else?

Children are innocent
bystanders. Don’t let any one of
them be a victim of our “adult
games” if anyone of their lives is
lost — no one comes out 2 victor in
this controversy.

Meadow Vista

C.A. Arnold



Cooperation will
- provide answers

By Helen Bale "/“/%’
and Hugh Bale
Special to the Journal

Congratulations to Al Fisher
for his letter in a recent Auburn
Journal, putting the Meadow
Vista controversy into perspec-
tive.

There probably would be no
lovely Meadow Vista area for
real estate interests to develop
were it not for Joe Chevreaux
and the many contributions he
has made over the years in
building the roads and pro-
tecting the environment. His
dredging operations at the NID
reservoir known as Lake
Combie were instigated at the
request of NID, which needs to
have the reservoir cleared of silt
in order to be able to store
enough water to serve the needs
of people and agriculture in
western Placer County. The wa-
ters of the Bear River at the
Chevreaux plant are clear and
clean because of careful man-
agement there.

around his operation, residential
growth has encroached and now
newcomers are complaining
that this long-established busi-
ness infringes upon them.
Unfortunately, as is so often
the case in these matters, emo-
tions rather than facts seem to
rule. Certainly if there are
speeding trucks, action should
be taken. Law enforcement
should be out there citing of-
fenders, whether they are Chev-
' reaux drivers or anyone else.
- Actually, thinking back over the
years, however, it seems that
most of the serious accidents in
that area involved passenger ve-
hicles, not trucks.

For more than four decades
the Chevreaux family has been a
very positive factor in the life of
the entire county. The financial
contributions which have been
made to many causes and pro-
jects (most of them done very
quietly and without public ac-
knowledgement) are out-
standing in themselves, but

there has also been a tremen-

dous contribution of time, en-
ergy and personal participation.

When problems at the
fairgrounds left Placer High
School without a football field it
was Joe Chevreaux who stepped
forward, recruiting others from
the community to join him in of-
fering financial aid as well as
labor and equipment to provide
the Hillmen with a stadium.
Hours of his time went into get-
ting the field, providing it with
lights and bleachers.

When the community was
trying to organize to take over
Auburn Faith Hospital, Joe
Chevreaux headed the group of
local leaders who gave their

time and energy to that task. He
even took time from his own
business to serve as hospital ad-
ministrator during the change-
over.

He gave his time for many
years as a director of the Au-
burn Recreation District,
working diligently to provide the
area with outstanding parks and
recreation programs. He was a
prime motivator in establishing
the North Auburn MAC, which
provides residents of that area
with direct input to county offi-
cials, and he has given untold
hours of time to service on
LAFCO, helping to provide or-
derly growth for the entire
county.

And there have been so many
nice “little”” things — such as
trucking in a load of snow so the
children at Newcastle’s school
for the handicapped could have
some pleasure.

Over the years as the Meadow
Vista community has grown,
Chevreaux has tried to be a good
neighbor. Despite a buffer zone

It might be worth thinkin ing
about what would happen if Joe
Chevreaux got tired of all the

ing and closed down. He
could probably make a tidy
profit if the land were sold for
more homes. There are big
bucks in real estate devel-
opment — the prime agitator
against him admits she sold six
million bucks worth last year. Of

course that would mean a great
many people out of work, and a
great deal of sales tax money
and other revenue no longer
flowing into county coffers. Pro-
viding basic services such as
roads, police and fire protection
would then have to be met some
other way... by the homeowners
themselves!

It seems to us it is time for rea-
listic thinking, not theatrics. The
Chevreaux operation has bene-
fitted this area for many years
with Joe, Sr. at the helm. Joe,
Jr. who has joined his father in
the business, is already making
fine contributions, among them
working very hard to improve
the professional standing of
mining engineers throughout the
state. Both are men of integrity,
dedicated to the local commu-
nity. Homeowners with honest
concerns should be able to sit
down with them and come up
with solutions acceptable to both
sides.

Cooperation makes a much
better bedfellow than contro-
versy.

N0



Impossible to mi
it ie)es

I am writing in response to the
column by Helen and Hugh Bale
entitled “‘Cooperation will provide
answers.” It was impossible to
miss because the title nearly
spanned the page and the type
face was just over a half-inch
high. To me, and I assume to
many others, the size of the type
lends importance and credence to
the article which followed. '

It implies support, by the
- Journal, for the statements made
and conclusions drawn within the
article. I had hoped that the
Journal would wait until the full
array of facts are presented be-
fore giving such weight to one
point of view.

The Bales’ title stresses ‘“‘coop-
eration.” I pose that cooperation
should have started early in the
conditional use permit process.
The residents needed to have been
notified formally of the impending
impact upon their community.
The fact that we are becoming in-
volved, belated as that involvment
may be, does not mean that we
are antagonists or agitators. We
are trying to make our wishes
known through the -established
agencies and procedures that are

available to us.

There are several issues in the
letter by Mr. and Mrs. Bale that I
would like to address. First of all,
they enumerate the many good
works performed by Chevreaux in
the Auburn, North Auburn and
Newcastle areas. Those are a
given. They are not being ques-
tioned by anyone in Meadow
Vista. They are not the issue.

The main issue in Meadow Vista
at present is whether or not a con-
crete batch plant should be built in
Meadow Vista. Is it appropriate
for the community? The residents
are not seeking to close down the
established quarry operation or
put Chevreaux out of business as
has been alluded to in the Bales’

“We_do rot wish to eliminate’

Chevreaux’s ability to operate a
successful and profitable concrete
plant. He already has this capa-
bility at his present site on

Highway 49. The issue is not a re- |
hash of the NID dredging contro-

versy as mentioned by the Bales.
The issue is to restrict the growth

of industry into an area whose de-

scription in the “General Plan” is
listed as “rural” and ‘‘resi-
dential.”

The Bales’ article, and other let-
ters to the editor, refer to the “op-
position”’ as ‘‘real estate
developers,” ‘“‘elitists,” and
‘““johnny-come-latelies.”’ The
“prime agitator” in the conflict,
according to Helen and Hugh Bale
is signaled out as a real estate de-
veloper. I contend that the ““prime
agitator” is, in fact, the residents
of Meadow Vista. They are tea-
chers who contend with noisy
trucks outside their windows, par-
ents whose children wait for the
bus as heavy trucks speed by,
commuters in a long line behind
trucks, housewives, members of
the Meadow Vista business com-
munity, long-time Meadow Vista
residents, and many .more who
are concerned about the quality of
life in their community.

Other items in their letter re-
quire attention. The ‘“cooper-
ation...” article refers to the work
Chevreaux has done to de-silt
Lake Combie and the “clear and
clean” water in the Bear River.

are required conditions
placed upon the quarry for con-
tinued operation.

A topic mentioned by the Bales,
and others, is the roads in
Meadow Vista. Roads are related
to the main issue. The Depart-
ment of Public Works has tried to
access the effect of increased
truck traffic on roads in Meadow
Vista. A letter from DPT staff to
Chevreaux’s representative states
“Truck traffic exacts a terrible

toll on the structural section of
roads, especially those not de-
signed for such heavy use. As you
know the stress inflicted where
rubber meets the road for each
truck is equivalent to hundreds
and hundreds of automobiles.”

" Given this disporportionate effect

of trucks over cars, ‘‘the effect of
automobiles was discounted when
we attempted o assess mainte-
nance...”” This provides the proper
perspective when discussing road
use.

I feel that a concrete batch plant
in Meadow Vista is a detriment to
the ecommunity. I assume that

. truck traffic will increase at the
- same time that bus, car and pe-

destrian f(raffic will increase

. along the same route because of
" the construction .of a ncw school
. on Placer Hills Road. | am as-

suming, too, that thorough investi-
gation by various agencies will
show that expanded inustrial de-
velopment in the area will have
negative impacts in other areas.
As the residents progress
through the review process, more
factual information will become
publicly available. In the mean-
time, I hope that writers to the
Journal such as Fisher, Bale and
Bush will concentrate on the true
issues. It is not Meadow Vista
Residents against Joe Chevreaux.
It is Meadow Vista residents for
due process and the right to affect
the decisions that will impact
their community.
Pat Ferguson
Meadow Vista

Editor’s Note: The opinions
expressed by Helen and Hugh
Bale were presented as com-
mentary on the Auburn Journal
Commentary page. It was not
listed or presented as the
opinion of the Auburn Journal.
As in the past, the Auburn
Journal Commentary page will
continue t?s::es used tbt: discuss
important in the commu-
nity. Both sides of the Meadow
Vista issue have been given and
will continue to be given space
on our Commentary page in
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order that knowledge, not emo-

MEADOW VISTA: A Public Meeting concerning planning is- tion, will be the final factor in

sues (including the proposed concrete batch plant) will be held on

’ determining if Joe Chevreaux
1H ;‘133”3% November 21, 1988 at Placer Hills School beginning will be allowed to build a cement
) SpoPsored by the Meadow Vista Area Concerneg Citi- batch plant at his Meadow Vista
1§ Zens, this meeting will discuss the planning process and how resi- Iocation.

} dents of Meadow Vista, Weimar Applegate and Christi
. ta, ; an Vall
I§ can provide valualg!e input for the Plager County Planning cac::z
fmission. For more information cali Stewart Feldman at 878-1 129.




Doe? Placer County give Chevreaux

EDITOR’S NOTE: Susan and
Elmer Kauk are Meadow Vista
residents and have been active
in community affairs. Susan
Kauk has been a leader in the
Meadow Vista effort to make
residents aware of Joe Chev-
. reaux’s request to move his ce-
ment batch plant from North
Auburn to Meadow Vista. The
following column is in response
to a column written by Helen
and Hugh Bale and published in
the Auburn Journal.

By Susan and Elmer Kauk
Special to the Journal

MEADOW VISTA — To quote
Helen Bale’s commentary, “It
seems it is time for realistic
thinking, not theatrics,” we cer-
tainly agree with this comment.
It is time to cut through the con-
fusion that seems to surround
the facts and issues regarding
the proposed concrete batch
plant to be located in Meadow
Vista.

The truth of the matter is Joe
Chevreaux and his son are not
the focus of this controversy.
The Placer County Departments
of Planning, Environmental
Health and the Department of
Public Works are the focus. Doc-
uments obtained directly from
these departments, show
without any doubt, that prefer-
ential treatment has been given
in preparing a Negative Decla-
ration of Environmental Impact
for the proposed project.

This document, plus the posi-
tion of the County, of not in-
forming or allowing any input of
the residents and taxpayers of
the community involved, during
or prior to their decision, is ab-
solutely outrageous.

No one is disputing the Chev-
reaux’s contribution to various

charities or his tenure in Placer
County, but we certainly are dis-
puting the fallacies regarding
“his many contributions over
the years in building the roads
and protecting the environment
in our ‘town’.”” Separate the fa-
bles and myths that surround
this giant of a man and you will
discover that the roads “built at
Chevreaux’s sole expense are
nil. ie; According to records
found in the archives of Placer
County Planning Department,
when his application for an As-
phalt Batch Plant (LDA-786) in
1972 was approved, an advisory
comment was added to the Con-
ditions of Approval which stated
“The DPW recognizes that it
would be desirable to widen the
shoulder on Combie Road at cer-
tain locations because of the pe-
destrian and equestrian traffic.
With the increased hauling and
especially the intensive hauling
of asphalt material which will
occur during the next two or
three years because of construc-
tion on I-80. Regquest concur-
rence in writing by the applicant
and the county and the applicant
work together in an attempt to
resolve this condition, thus
making it safer for the pedes-
trian and equestrian traffic.”

Chevreaux’s response (after
one yr.) March 8, 1973, concur-
ring in writing “that we could
work together in an attempt to
resolve the need for widening of
the shoulders on Combie Road in
Meadow Vista”.

Further documentation re-
garding the ‘roads built’ in M. V.
by Chevreaux can be substan-
tiated by the letter written to
Richard Heika, Placer County
Planning Director dated April
21, 1971, listing the dates as well
as names of jobs and contrac-
tors of major construction jobs

served from his plant.

1947-1948 Placer Hills Road,
Clipper Gap to Colfax, PLacer
County Project, also other
county and private jobs.

1949-1956 Highway 40 (I-80)
Auburn to Clipper Gap State of
California project also several
other County and private jobs.

1956-1960 Auburn to New-
castle, Interstate 80, Colfax fo
Grass Valley Highway, Placer
Hills Road, Clipper Gap to
Meadow Vista, Combie Road,
Meadow Vista to Lake Van
Giesen, Highway 49, Bear River
to Lime Kiln Road (7 Miles)
State Stockpiles and several
other County and private jobs.

It seems the key word here is
served. Served means supplying
material and charging for same.
These facts hopefully will finally
dispell the myth that Chevreaux
was the sole contributor to
building the roads in Meadow
Vista and the fable “‘there prob-
ably would not be a lovely area
of Meadow Vista for real estate
interest to develop, if it were not
for Chevreaux’’.

Bale suggests that it might be
worth inki about what
would happen if Joe got tired of
all the hassling and closed down.
Those are her thoughts, not of
any resident here in Meadow
Vista. We have been accused of
hassling Chevreaux for years. If
you consider standing firm for
the environment you live in and
wanting it preserved, de-
manding equal treatment in the
planning process for both the
‘goose and gander’ then we
concur with the word
“hasslillg”.

The issue and only issue that
stands on its own merit is; A
concrete batch plant does not be-
long in Meadow Vista! As wisely




special treatment?

stated in the Meadow Vista West
Applegate General Plan, sub-
mitted to the Placer County
Board of Supervisors in 1974 and
we quote ‘“‘Environmental Im-
pact Reports should be required
on all projects which could sig-
nificantly affect the environ-
ment.” This was listed as one of
the first goals. The proposed
road mitigations by both Chev-
reaux and the County, which
would be required upon ap-
proval of the Use Permit, would
drastically affect the environ-
ment here in Meadow Vista.

According to Public Works
traffic analysis, Exhibit D, the
potential traffic impact is equiv-
alent to an additional 618 trips
per day through Meadow Vista,
based on today’s volume, as-
suming one third of the truck
traffic will be going the back
way (over the Bear River thru
the existing Chevreaux
through Nevada County). It is
very interesting that Public
Works is holding fast to this be-
lief, even tho Nevada County has
firmly stated, is looking very
askance of this proposed route
and is supposedly rejecting the
concrete trucks using their road-
ways.

The route that would ac-
commodate these trucks, cuts
right the heart of
Meadow Vista. Past Placer Hills
School, our business district,
and last but certainly not least,
residential areas. May we add
that this route is also shared by
Placer Hills School Bus Trans-
portation. There are approxi-
mately seven bus stops from
Faith Drive to Combie Road
with approximately 36 children
being picked up. From Combie
Road to the turn around at Chev-
reaux Sand & Gravel there are

approximately 17 stops with ap-
proximately 72 students being
picked up.

Yet, the nt of Public
Works has chosen not to address
these facts (neither with traffic
nor noise pollution) but instead
are proposing to construct a two
way left turn lane in the com-
mercial area of M.V. from
Combie Road to and including a
left turn lane for northbound tra-
ffic onto Meadow Vista Road. (3
lanes!) Constructing a 14’ wide
truck climbing lane on Placer
Hills Road. Construct shoulder
widening 4’ paved shoulder on
both sides of Combie and Placer
Hills Road. Left run lanes at
Pinewood, Cole and Lake Arthur
Roagls.

We would like to bring atten-
tion to a portion of the Memo
from Alan Roy (Department of
Public Works) to Terry Cook
(Supervisor of our District)
dated August 17, 1988 (prior to a
Negative Declaration being pre-
pared) ‘“Concerns of this De-
partment are the effects the
“new use” truck traffic will
have on vehicular/pedestrian
safety and the roads them-
selves. We are attempting to
find equitable mitigation mea-
sures to the perceived impacts
which Chevreaux and the

‘County can live with. We can an-

ticipate community involve-
ment with this application at the
hearing stage.” (No response
from Cook was in the file).

Bale refers to the ‘“‘Prime Ag-
itator’’ in her article. If being
the prime agitator means being
involved and protecting the
rights of others and trying to
make county officials follow the
processes designed for all, then
it is taken as a compliment.

. TA o



Meadow Vista

By Pat Ferguson HII:?LW

MACC MEETING - 4
The Meadow Vista Area Concerned Citi-

zens will hold a general meeting on Monday,
Nov. 21, at 7 p.m. in the Placer Hills School

multipurpose room.

There are two main purposes of this

. 'The first is to inform the residents

of Meadow Vista about the issue of the con-

crete batch plant proposal. What will it mean

to our community to have a concrete plant

right here? Will it impact the roads, the

school, the environment? The second pur-

pose is to involve as many people as possible
in the process.

This is a good time to hear and be heard.

All concerned residents are urged to gttend.
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Foothill briefs

eeting on Lake Combie

MEADOW VISTA — Residents
concerned about Auburn busi-
nessman Joe Chevreaux’s pro-
_.posal to locate a concrete batch
plant on Lake Combie will hold a
Inlllellimé tI:é[orllday, 7 h;;.m. at Placer

0ol on i
o eadow Vista
- Everybody is invited to atten
and voice their opinions. ()rgef-1
nizers propose to discuss such is-

‘Sues as pedestrian safety, traffic

congestion, road deterioration, air

-and water pollution, industrializa-

tion, quality of life and loss of

trees and pro
s sy property due to road

In the Journal’s Nov. 11th edi-
tmp , a ‘Special’ article was
written regarding Meadow Vista
and Joe Chevreaux. I found many
of the comments to be ‘Creative
Conjecture’ rather than substan-
tiated facts.

. First: As a newcomer to
Meadow Vista I have never felt in-
fringed upon by long established
anyon lses_SinCh exmtlurfg,s d

e elses. Since existing, and
past operations have left Meadow
Vista unspoiled enough to entice
me to sink my future here, I have
no problem accepting those. It
seems that since Chevreaux is a
long established resident, busi-
nessman, and humanitarian that
some believe he has more rights
than said ‘newcomers’. I don’t re-
member crossing any borders into
a country where long established
citizens rule. The last time I
checked, I was still in America,
where ‘newcomers’ have equal
rights too.

Second: The equal rights that I
speak of were denied to us by
County agencies, that allowed the
proposed plans of a Concretc
Batch Plant to skip procedurcs
that are usuvally required of all
other corporations. Since our
‘beef’ is with the county, and not

with Chevreaux, the suggested
amicable solution of having a
friendly chat, is illogical in that it
doesn’t even apply to our issues. I
don’t think anyone here is against
a businessman wanting to ad-
vance his trade. However, the
same rules should apply to all
businesses, and it is up to the
County to implement those rules.
Third: It is absolutely incred-
ible to me that the possible in-
crease of cement trucks passing
only yards in front of our Elemen-
tary School, can be reduced to a
simple matter of issuing more ci-
tations. The reality of law enforce-
ment agencies being able to
accommodate that statement, is
unrealistic at best. As far as 2cci-
dents are concerned, simple arith-
mentic provides survival ratios
between a 25 ton vehicle, and a
passenger vehicle. When you add
unpredictable school children,
and consider the quick stopping
ratio of a 25 ton vehicle, I think

most can see the real danger.
Aside from the possible dangers, I
defy anyone to sit in one of those
classrooms, and hear above the
noise of the trucks.

Fourth: If Chevreaux opted to
make a “tidy” profit from the sale
of his land here, instead of making
an’ enormous profit from oper-
ating a Cement Plant here, I doubt

¢ seriously that it would be the ru-
ination of Meadow Vista since I
don’t recall paying taxes to Chev-
reaux for police and fire protec-
tion.

Lastly for the record: The
prime agitators in this issue are
the residents of Meadow Vista
who have formed a coalition of
concerned citizens, and who pos-.
sess documented facts. The Real
Estate Agent that the article
made reference to, was instru-
mental in providing documented
information to the citizens of
Meadow Vista, and has since be-
come an equal player among

many.
It seems that if one wanted
“Realistic ’]‘h]nking"’ then one
would seek realistic facts from the
horses mouth, rather than from
creative conjecture (Call it ‘‘the-

atrics” if you will).
Sincerely,

Carol Oquinn




Meadow Vista Are« Concemed Citizens

URGENT!!
OUR MEADOW VISTA COMMUNITY IS THREATENED.

SHOULD PLACER COUNTY ALLOW A NEW CONCRETE BATCH PLANT IN OUR COMMUNITY?

Development decisions are being made without our input. Unless we band together, the future of our area will be determined by others.
The issues include:

Child and Pedestrian Safety Industrialization

Traffic Congestion Air and Water Pollution
Loss of Personal Property Due to Road Widening Road Deterioration
Loss of Trees Quality of Life

COMMUNITY MEETING
Placer Hills School, Monday, November 21, 1988, 7:00PM

PLEASE ATTEND, LISTEN, AND VOICE YOUR VIEWS.
THE COMMUNITY NEEDS YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION.

IT'S TIME TO STAND UP AND BE HEARD.




MEADOW VISTA AREA CONCERNED CITIZENS

PETITION

We, the undersigned, oppose the addition of a batch concrete plant to Joe Chevreaux’s existing gravel quarry
operations in Meadow Vista.

NAME ADDRESS PHONE




No Cement Trucks!! -

Dear Residents of Meadow Vista,

As a next door neighbor to the Chevreaux gravel operation, I
continually observe large gravel trucks thunder out of Chevreaux's
gate attempting to build up speed in order to make it up the steep
grade on Combie Road. Many trucks are doing over forty miles per hour
as they pass the children waiting for th& school bus at Hillsdale
Road, If a child would run into the street, there is no way these
speeding trucks carrying tons of gravel could stop in time. It's an
accident waiting to happen.

The numerous gravel trucks rolling through Meadow Vista has
disturbed the otherwise tranquil life style of our community and
become a general nuisance, Since the shoulders of these rural roads
are very narrow, many residents, who walk, jog and ride their bikes
along the roads, have been forced to abandon the road for the safety
of a ditch when one of the many big rigs roars by. Children in school
attempt to learn just sixty feet from the road and the noise of large
trucks. As these trucks attempt the last hill out of Meadow Vista,
they frequently slow down to twenty miles below the speed limit while
up to a dozen cars wait to pass. All these problems are examples of
how the county has failed to provide adequate safeguards as the
Chevreaux gravel operation expanded.

To preserve our rural environment and address safety concerns,
the county should place constraints on the current gravel operation by
limiting the number of trucks using the Combie entrance, closing the
Combie gate the hour before school and the hour after school, and
requiring Chevreaux to construct walking/bike paths along Combie and
Placer Hills Roads. With our roads already impacted, Chevreaux wants
to add a concrete batch plant to the gravel operation which means
gravel trucks plus cement trucks. To allow a concrete plant and cement
trucks in Meadow Vista would certainly destroy the rural atmosphere of
our community. The county needs to JUST SAY NO to Chevreaux!

Our children have the right to attend:school without the constant
disturbing noise of gravel trucks rumbling past their classrooms and
playground. They have the right to walk and ride their bikes along
Meadow Vista roads without putting their lifes in jeapordy each time a
big rig passes them. Meadow Vista residents have the right to insist
that their quality of life not be destroyed by the ever expanding

gravel operation. For these reasons, I am adamantly opposed to
granting Chevreaux a permit to add a concrete batch plant - to the
current operation.  Allowing further industrialization of our

community is inappropriate, and Placer County needs to protect our
interests rather than the profit motives of one company.

Your Neighbor,

Just Say NO to Chevreaux!



What has the Chevreaux gravel operation
done for Meadow Vista?

PRO

agreed to reclaim Lake Combie from the

ravages of the mining operation in 100
YEARS

o Yk CON

_increased large truck traffic creating...

* safety concerns

* a general nuisance
* noise

*air pollution

- had Lake Combie rezoned as a mineral ex-
-traction zone

destroyed wildlife habitats

adversely impacted property values on the
north end of Lake Combie

created a half mile path of devastation
along the Bear River and into Lake Combie

restricted access to the Bear River by plac-
ing a cable across it

before obtaining the necessary permits,
scrapped many acres of vegetation off the
"island" at the north end of the lake

water pollution from the gravel operation
has been reported by many residents

antagonized neighbors by working early in
the moming, late at night and on weekends

used guards armed with shotguns to keep
people off the Bear River

How much more does Meadow Vista have to suffer at the hands of the Chevreaux Gravel operation before
the community says "We're mad as hell, and we're not going to take it anymore!"? We must work together
to stop the addition of a concrete batch plant. If we don't stop the industrialization of Meadow Vista now,

will Chevreaux add a TOXIC WASTE SITE next?

Keep Meadow Vista Rural



Meadow Vista

By Pat Ferguson U/Z_S

MVACC PUBLIC MEETING

The Meadow Vista Area Con-
cerned Citizens (MVACC) filled
the Placer Hills School cafeteria
with its public meeting on
Monday night.

The central issue was the
permit approval process for the
proposed addition of a concrete
batch plant in Meadow Vista.

Issues addressed that related
to the proposed plant include the
following: increased truck tra-
ffic, drastic road alterations,
safety, impact on the school
(PHS and new site) and school
children, property loss, environ-
mental issues, equitable finan-
cial responsibility for road
work, and appropriate and re-
sponsible land use.

A recurring theme was to in-
sist upon public input into the
permit approval process.

Several speakers addressed
the need for an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) which in-
vestigates multiple issues and
allows for public input.

. The California Fnvironmental
Quality Act (CEQA) calls for an
EIR when sufficient public con-
cern is voiced. MVACC intends
to convince the County Planning
Commission that the residents’
concerns are, indeed, ‘‘suffi-

‘cient”” enough to warrant an
EIR.

Various committee spokesper-
sons discussed the scope of their
groups. Additional membe:s are
sought to continue each com-
mittee work.

People interested in partici-
pating may contact the fol-
lowing: Legal Committee, John
Armstrong, 878-7010: Land Use,
Elmer Kauk, 878-1418; Environ-
mental Committee, Frank Pa-
tane, 878-2900; Traffic and
Roads Committee, John Cleary,

878-0766; Finance Committee,
Terry Oquinn, treasurer 873-
7808; Political Alternatives
Committee, Pam Johnson; and
Public Information, Stewart
Feldman, 878-1129.

In addition to the committee
reports, members of the =udi-
ence also spoke. Dan Dove irom
Applegate’s Sierra Vista Home-
owners discussed the asbestos
dump site in Applegate.

His group felt that the county
approval process proceeded
without adeguate public input.
He cautioned MVACC to stay on
top of the process involving our
own issue to prevent the same
type of occurrence.

George Beland, supervisor-
elect, also made a brief presen-
tation. He announced his sup-
port for the residents in seeking
involvement in, the approval
process since the issue directly
affects our community.

A telephone line has heen es-
tablished to announce meeting
dates, times, and places; to pro-
vide MVACC status reports; and
to provide other information. It
will also take your messages.
The number is 878-0558.

A petition was available at the
meeting. Close to 150 signatires
were collected at this prelimi-
nary stage.

The Public Information Com-
mittee will make more petitions
available for people who arc un-
able to attend this first general
meeting. Locations will be an-
nounced soon. The petition is a
brief statement of opposition (o
the addition of a concrete batch
plant in Meadow Vista.

Pledge sheets are also distrib-
uted by members of the Finznce
Committee. Funds need to be
collected for MVACC expenses,
including legal services. For in-
formation on pledging call Terry
at 078-7808.

Pledges may be mailed to
MVACC c¢/o P.O. Box 872,

'Meadow Vista. Any donation is

welcome.

Terry reminded atiendees
that othr types of donations can
be made which are not mone-

These include donation of
time, talent and other resources.

Co-chair, Al Canfield stated
that “We care about Meadow
Vista and we care about vou.”

He feels that this issue has
drawn together many tvpes of
residents and that we can all
work together in a common

cause.

People throughout Meadow
Vista and the surrounding com-
munities can look at the issue as
one of “process.”

How can ‘‘the peoplc’' have a
voice in public decision which
affect them? It might be the con-
crete plant which occupies our
energy now. _

But, if we can ccstablish a
method for public input, what-
ever the issue, everyone will
have a better chance of being
heard in the decision-making
process in the future.
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MVACC NEWS !

To get the Meadow Vista Area
Concerned Citizens group orga-
nized, a temporary steering
committee was formed. y

A major task was to organize
and hold a general public
meeting to inform residents of
the issue regarding the pro;_;med
concrete plant. Committees
were expanded and tasks fur-
ther defined after the meeting
last week.

A next step for the group, or-
ganizationally, is to establish an
executive committee which will

oversee the functioning commit-
tees and provide continuity from
week-to-week and meeting-to-
meeting. )

On Monday, Dec. 5, there will
be a meeting at Placer Hills
School, Room 17, at 7 p.m. o
elect the members of the exec-
utive committee. Present mem-
bers of MVACC committees and

" other active and interested resi-
dents are invited to attend.

Petitions to express opposition

to the proposed concrete plant

are available in various local
businesses. A reminder that do-
nations and pledges for dona-

tions may be sent to MVACC,
P.O. Box 872, Meadow Vista.

The information update phone
line is 878-0558.

Real conccrns ) /
Editor, 2'5

In response to the commentary
of Helen and Hugh Bale published
Nov. 11, I agree with their
statement, ‘‘It is time for realistic
thinking,”” concerning the
Meadow Vista issue. Having lived
in Meadow Vista for thirteen
years, I feel there are some very
real concerns regarding the move
of a concrete batch plant to our
area.

The idea that there would be no
Meadow Vista if it weren't for Joe
Chevreaux is absurd, Meadow
Vista, like all of Placer County, is
what it is today because of the in-
flux of families seeking a more
rural way of life. Granted, Joe
Chevreaux did help build Placer
Hills Road to Combie Road some
40 years ago. He needed access to
his quarry, but let’s be realistic,
any businessman would take a tax
deduction for his efforts. Today,
it's the residents of Placer Courty
that pay for the chip and seal
needed to maintain those very
roads that are heavily used by
Chevreaux and his customers’

trucks. \

Auburn certainly has benefitted
from Chevreaux’s many generous
contributions to that community.
My question is, what has Chev-
reaux done for Meadow Vista la-
tely?

There will definitely be no
lovely Meadow Vista if this permit
is approved. The permit will in-
clude the widening of the two
major roads into and through
Meadow Vista. About 40 heritage
oak trees will be cut down, as well
as many pine trees along the road-
side. The bill for this road is esti-
mated at $1.6 million. The money

. will come from all residents living

in Placer County. Also, a wider
road lends itself to speeding by
motorists.

The concrete batch plant pro-
posal will change what is now a
five-day-a-week operation to a six-
day-a-week one with an emer-
gency provision for Sundays. The
hours would run from 5:30 a.m. to
6 p.m. at least six days a week.
This is the part of moving a con-
crete batch plant to Meadow Vista
that will change the quality of life
the most. Not only will the peace
and quiet we now have on the
weekends end, but the danger of
walking on the main roads will not
be a five day a week concern, but
an everyday concern for all of us
who live in or visit Meadow Vista.

Joe Chevreaux‘'s long estab-
lished quarry business should con-
tinue as it has for the past 40
years. Those of us concerned
about the cement batch plant are
not interested in pufting Chev-
reaux out of business. Now is the
time for ‘‘realistic thinking."

Is it reasonable or realistic to
bring a concrete batch plant to
Meadow Vista? The 4,000 people
who live in the Meadow Vista area
will all be affected by this in-
creased industrialization. Do you
find this reasonable for a rural
residential community?

As a “homeowner with honest
concerns,” I feel that the concrete
batch plant operating six (pos-
sibly seven) days a week from
5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. through a-
lovely residential area of 4,000
people is reason enough to put this
issue in perspective and under-.
stand that the only reasonable so--
lution is a vote of no by the
Planning Commission to this
proposal! :

Sincerely,
Leslye Vodden
Meadow Vista
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Thanks for support
Editor,
I wish to thank all who sup-
ported me in the race for County

Supervisor, 3rd District. Much
dedication and effort by many
people went into my campaign
and it was greatly appreciated.

Election resulés show that I won
most of the District, including Au-
burn, South, West and North of
Auburn to the Nevada County line,
but I lost the whole election in
Meadow Vista. Of the 15,123 votes
cast for Supervisor in our 3rd Dis-
trict, I lost the four precinets of
Meadow Vista by 284 votes, but
won the rest of the District by 215
votes, and lost the total election by
a miniscule 69 votes.

The main issue for the majority
of the people in Meadow Vista is to
preserve their rural, fine quality
life style, and I fully support all
necessary action to preserve that,
but I refused to join the lynch mob
approach to Joe Chevreaux’s ap-
plication for a cement batch plant
at Lake Combie.

I support the demand that Chev-
reaux be required to provide a full
Environmental Impact Report

. (EIR), which will cost him about
$30,000 and a year to accomplish,
- but is a reasonable approach to
this substantial and sensitive
issue. I am sorry that my ideas on
this matter did not get adequately
accross to the fine people of
Meadow Vista.
The new Board of Supervisors

~ faces great challengers and I wish

them every success. Long term
planning to meet our growing.
problems of growth and traffic
and a myriad of other important
issues must all be addressed.
I'intend to support and be an ac-
tive advocate for the issues I be-"
lieve are of great importance in:
our community and county. Con-"
- struction of the Auburn Dam is;
vital to our long range water and.
power needs. Improvements to:
our highway system, throughout:
the District, are critical. Other-:
wise, we face gridlock in a very:
few years. Action in these areas is
long past due. Y
And so, folks, I'll still be around, *
helping where I can for the better- -
ment of our community. :
Sincerely, -

Art Cox*

)
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Letter
Candidate’s thanks

Editor:

I wish to thank all who sup-
ported me in the race for county
supervisor, 3rd District. Much
dedication and effort by many
people went into my campaign and
it was greatly appreciated.

Election results show that I won
most of the district, including
Auburn, south, west and north of
Aubum to the Nevada County line,
but lost the whole election in
Meadow Vista.

Of the 15,123 votes cast for
supervisor in our 3rd District, I lost
the four precincts of Meadow
Vista by 284 votes, but won the
rest of the district by 215 votes and
lost the total election by a minis-
cule 69 votes.

The main issue for the majority
of the people in Meadow Vista is to
preserve their rural, fine quality
lifestyle, and I fully support all
necessary action to preserve that,
but I'refused to join the lynch mob
approach to- Joe Ch¢vreaux’s
application for -a cement batch
plant at Lake Combie.

I support the demand that
Chevreaux be required to provide a
full environmental impact report,
which will cost him about $30,000
and take a year 1o accomplish, but
it is a reasonable approach to this
substantial and sensitive issue.

I am sorry that my ideas on this
matter did not get adequately
across to the fine people of
Meadow Vista.

The new Board of Supervisors
faces great challenges and I wish
them every success. Long-term
planning to meet our growing
problems of growth and traffic and
a myriad of other important issues
must all be addressed.

Construction of the Auburn
Dam is vital 10 our long-range
water and power neceds. Improve-
ments o our highway system,
throughout the district, are critical.

The new Auburn Area General
Plan is immediately ahead and this
affords an opportunity to address
and map out solutions for the many
elements of our planning process.

And so, folks, I’ll still be
around, helping where I can for the
betterment of our community.

Art Cox
Auburn
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In response
Editor, 12(2|#2

I can not resist responding to
the Art Cox letter in the No-
vember 27th Sunday Journal,

First of all, Mr. Cox, your sour
grapes are showing!

Secondly, those 69 votes should
have sent a message to you and
others, (and I am proud to have
been one contributor of those 69
votes),

_While I have not taken a posi-
tion, one way or the other, on the
Chevreaux issue, I rescnt as an in-
dividual, that we Mcadow Vista
residents are being referred to as
using “Lynch mob tactics” All
that I can offer in response, i for
those of you not residing in
Meadow Vista, I suggest doing
your own “‘thing” in your own
community, and let us here in
Meadow Vista determinc what
may be best for us and our com-
munity welfare. After 211, I be-
lieve that one of our primary
concerns is being heard. Some-
thing that we seem to he having
a hard time achieving. WHY??

The Planning Commission
and/or Board of Supervisors
have had very little time or pa-
tience, for hearing our concerns
or input! That’s really the meat
of the past problems —my confi-
dence level for these two bodies
is at an all-time low. My latest
reference is directed toward the
proposed schoo! site in Meadow

Vista, going back to the days of
the original re-zoning process of
that particular property.

Our community has been
without representation, in my
opinion, while under the rule of
Terry Cook. Add to that the
“Special Developer interests’”’
plus, the “professional” likes of
Fred Barber and Pete Rogers
who serve those who pay them,
and add our own Meadow Vista
“pillars of the community’’ with
their self-serving interests, and
it’s no wonder that there is frus-
tration and emotional displays
among the population.

Mr. Cox, I'm sure that your
offer of help is sincere, but may
I suggest that you allow me to
contact you instead of you

calling me!
Earl Colney
Resident,
Meadow Vista
1, 1988
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(,et the message!

hen George Beland was elected to the Placer County Board of
Supervisors in the Third District on Nov. 8, politicial analysts

attempted to explain the victory. From some vantage points it
wnsn’t so much that Beland won, but that Cox lost.

It wasn't an easy election. Both candidates ran a tough campaign that
at times became an out and out war. The fact of the matter is, Cox
didn’t lose, Beland won.

‘Without comparing personalities, the Third District race was a one
issue contest. In this case, Beland represented no growth, while Cox
was seen as a supporter of growth. Both men agreed that growth was
coming, they simply disagreed on how to deal with the issue.

What Beland’s election has shown is that while some might see the
newly elected supervisor as in the liberal minority, his viewpoints are
obviously those of the majority. Beland has proven to be a politician
who believes in attacking individual problems. For several years he has
been a consistent supporter of neighborhoods. That support surfaced in
Meadow Vista just prior to the election. A request by Joe Chevreaux to
mibve his cement batch plant from North Auburn to Meadow Vista drew
a great deal of attention.

Beland came out in support of Meadow Vista residents in their fight
inst the Chevreaux move. Cox took a middle of the road position.
result was a victory for Beland.

&'he message here, however, isn’t that Beland is against growth and
Cox is for growth. We feel that since Prop. 13 a decade ago, growth has
replaced taxes as the issue people are most concerned with.

Placer County, like many Sacramento area counties has taken a
strong pro-growth stand. Placer County encourages industry and big
business to settle in our county. With that industry come more people,
more homes and more growth.

Often, those who are against growth, expansion or change, are char-
acterized as new people in the county who take a “I'm here, now close
the gates,” approach. Government must begin to realize that what it
wants, isn’t necessarily what local residents and taxpayers want.

A change is taking place. This change is not being led by people with
selfish goals, but by people who have a sincere desire to protect our way
of life. It is a feeling shared by both new and old county residents.
Placer County is changing and will never be the small rural county it
was not more than 30 years ago.

Beland, at this point, might not have the support of the government
and business community, but he did earn a majority of votes against a
candidate who was highly qualified to be a supervisor.

The election of Beland should only be a surprise to those people who

have failed to understand what the residents of this county want. The -

message is clear. Residents of Placer County-are no longer willing the
accept that government knows what is best for the people it serves.
Times are changing. Planning for our future must include protecting
the neighborhood rights of those people already living in Placer County.

terests don’t.
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* This is a response to Art Cox’s
letter of Nov. 27th regarding the
“lynch mob tactics” of our fellow
Placer County citizens in Meadow
Vista.

Perhaps they want a represen
tative who will “represent’’ them.

I don’t know how Cox dealt with
the Chevreaux issue, however, I
can state how he dealt with the
issue of the Clipper Creek Landfill
disposing of asbestos adjacent to
our residential area without
having obtained the legal permits.
. Last August our attorney sent a
letter to all of the necessary
Caunty officials notifiying them of

the problem we residents have
been facing with the upsurge of

“activity and improper tion of

the Clipper Creek Lan We co-
pied the letter to Cox and George
Beland because we knew that this
issue could drag out until the new
board was in place.

Within a short period of time,
Beland had contacted me and ar-

ranged to come out, view the
scene, and get a first-| hand idea of
the magnitude of our problem.
Cox never responded to our letter.
He was probably busy getting the
real estate companies to place his
campaign signs on their porches.

I think it is important fo note
that a small piece of Applegate re-
sides in District No. 3, right out
here beside the hazardous waste
dump. We, too were involved in
that last minute surge of absentee
votes because we are in a mail-in
district.

When given a choice between a
pro-developer who might see a
“public need” for residential haz-
ardous waste dumps, and an envi-
ronmental advocate who responds
to public concerns, there is little
difficulty in making a decision.
Thanks again to George Beland
for taking the time to get involved.
And good luck to Art Cox, I hope
that a lesson has been learned
from this. People vote, special in-

Daniel Dove
Applegate



Editor,

_It’s hard to believe Art Cox con-
siders the Concerned Citizens of
Meadow Vista a “lynch mob.”
According to Webster's Dic-
tionary, “lynch, to lynch (lynch
law) to kill (an accused person)
b){ mob action and without lawful
trial, as by hanging, usually in de-
fiance of local authority.”

We do not qualify and resent
being classified as such.

Carol Reavis
Meadow Vista

In response .
Editor, } Z// ‘{/ W
I read Art Coxs’ letter and-
‘would like to respond: L
~ This resident of Meadow Vista -
Is very appreciative of your sup- -
port Mr. Cox in our attempt to pre- -
serve our “‘rural, fine lifestyle”. I -
sure hope you WILL be available -
to help us “folks’ even though you -
are not our elected supervisor. I
salute y&n earnestness — your
support will be appreciated at |
Placer County Pm i
sion Meeting when we intend to
ask/demand that Mr. Chevreaux
be required to “provide a full en- -
vironmental impact report”. .
I'm sorry that you didn’t get:
your ideas across, but then I be-:
lieve it's never too late. I appre= :
ciate your continued interest in
this matter as well as the other is- *
ts::lles which you think are so impor-
nt. 3
Again, thanks for offering your -
support — we can certainly use it ;
— we’ll be calling. 3
Mary M. Cleary :
Meadow Vista :

A lynch mob? /2755
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I'm grateful l |2.\ \g?
Editor,

As I think back on 1988 this hol-
iday season, I realize how grateful
I am for the little things that made
this year a memorable one.

With the Auburn Centennial be-
hind us, I thank all those whose ef-

forts made the community proud.

Special thanks to the Auburn
Journal for including me as an
Honorable Mention in ‘“Those

_ Who Made Memories”. I guess
" my murals have a place in Au-
. burn’s heritage.

I'd also like to thank Mr. Joe
Chevreaux for a list of things:

« helping me discover the won-
derful members of my Meadow
Vista community who have
joined with me to preserve our
area from industrial expansion.

 showing me the tranquility
that could exist in my commu-
nity by re-routing truck traffic
during the two weeks the County
counted Combie Road fraffic;

e almost single-handedly
causing the election of our new
Supervisor Mr. George Beland,
whose values and personal com-
mitment are an inspiration to
me;

» and most of all, providing the
issue that has revitalized my
community involvement and
provided my family with fuel for

NN

My thanks 2o out to the Placer
County Planning Commission,
who, in their recent decisions,
have given responsible opinions
on controversial issues. Their
voj:e:s against the Rocklin strip
mining operation and to control
the unauthorized dumping of
hazardous materials in Apple-
gate were directives that show
the communities concerned that

they are represented 2t the .

county level.
Maybe my Christmas/Han-
nukah wish will also be granted:

that the generous and commu-

ﬂitY-mit{ec:ied ghevreaux and the
concerned and capable Plannin
Commission will sit down witg

Meadow Vista Concerned Citi-
zens to solve the current

problem.
In an effort to provide a secure

many dinner table discussions.
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Meadow Vista

future for our Meadow Vista
area these parties need to work
together and lay out their plans,
striking a harmonious note that
will ring in the New Year.
Warmest thanks to all of you
avid letter readers. I know you’ll
be looking for resolution of this
issue so others can have space in

. our hometown paper.

Sincerely,
Stewart Feldman
Meadow Vista
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By Pat Ferguson

MVACC

Meadow Vista Area Con-
cerned Citizens have selected an
official executive committee
which will be responsible for
maintaining consistency in
policy and direction for the
larger group. This group will
meet each Monday night at 7
p.m. A general meeting will be
held immediately following at
7:30 p.m. The meetings will be
held in Room 17 at Placer Hills
School.

‘“Keep Meadow Vista Rural,”
“Protect Meadow Vista,” and
“Meadow Vista is a Way of
Life,” are some of the slogans
being considered by MVACC.
Which do you like best? You can

call in and leave your vote on the

MVACC phone line, 878-0558.
This phone line also serves as an
update on information, meeting
times, and other communica-
tions.

Petitions are available for you
to sign to show your opposition
to the addition of a concrete
batch plant in Meadow Vista.
The video store and pharmacy,
as well as other local businesses
have them available.

If you can make a pledge or .
donation, call 878-7808. Your

" support is appreciated.
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